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WEEK UF MAY 29, 1989 


TRADESWOMEN CONFERENCE TO BE HELD MAY 26-29 IN CHICAGO 


CHICAGO--Women in non-traditional, blue-collar skilled trade 
jobs including carpenters, masons, construction workers, and 
others will be meeting at the Second Annual National Tradeswomen 
Conference in Chicago, at the Congress Hotel, May 26 through 
May 29, 1989. 


Funded jointly by the Women's Bureau and the Bureau of 
Apprenticeship and Training of the U.S. Department of Labor, 
and organized by the National Tradeswomen Conference Planning 
Committee, the Conference will address various opportunities 
available to women in the skilled trades. 


Between 1983 and 1988, the percentage of women in the 
skilled trades rose from 4% to 4.5% Conference leaders want to 
enlist more women in the skilled trades which they say offer 
women opportunities for higher wages and satisfying work. 


The three-day conference will also address how women can 
gain entry into the skilled trades, working conditions, advocacy, 
the availability of training and apprenticeship programs, and 
local and national organizing among tradeswomen. 


The Conference organizers hope the event will provide 
national information sharing, document tradeswomen's history, 
develop leadership skills, and encourage increased numbers of 
women to consider entry into the skilled trades through 
apprenticeship and training programs. 


The Conference is open to the general public with special 
emphasis being given to those who are working in the skilled 
trades and potential tradeswomen, training and apprenticeship 
staff, employers, union leaders, and vocational educators. 


-more- 
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TRADESWOMEN PG2 


Press facilities will be available at the Congress Hotel 
beginning Friday evening, May 26. 


Further information about the conference and registration 
can be obtained by calling the Tradeswomen's national 
headquarters, toll-free at 1-800-225-3748. 


Contact persons for the National Tradeswomen Conference are: 


Bridin Ashe 

Southeast Women's 
Employment Coalition 

140 E. Third Street 

Lexington, KY 40508 

606-233-9481 


Yvonne Casares 

Woman's Trade Resource, Inc. 
4601 E. Kentucky 

Denver, CO 80222 
363-758-1711 


Lisa Diehl 

Women and Employment 
1217 Lee Street 
Charleston, WV 26305 
304-345-1298 


Janet Doles 

The Women's Project 
2224 S. Main Street 
Little Rock, AR 72206 
501-372-5113 


Twila Hayes 

433 S. Cuyler 

Oak Park, IL 60302 
312-383-4889 


Cynthia A. Long 
823 60th Street 
Brooklyn, NY 11220 
212-466-0622 


Molly Martin 
Tradeswomen, Inc. 
PO Box 40664 


Rosina Riley 

896 Bowen Street NW, #2 
Atlanta, GA 30318 
404-352-8000 


. Julie Sass 


Conference Planner 

P.O. Box 91836 

Elk Grove Village, IL 
60009-1836 

312-364-4678 or 

1-800-225-3748 


Ronnie sandler 

Northern New England 
Tradeswomen 

1 Prospect Avenue 

St. Johnsbury, VT 05819 

802-748-3308 


Thalia Saplad 
ANEW 

P.O. Box 2490 
Renton, WA 98056 
206-235-2212 


Lauren sSugerman 

Chicago Women in Trades 
37 S. Ashland 

Chicago, IL 60607 
312-942-1444 


Barbara Trees 

64 Fulton: Street, #706 
New York, NY 10038 
212-227-2981 
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YOUTH LABOR FORCE EXPECTED TO BE SMALLER 
THIS SUMMER THAN LAST 


WASHINGTON=--The 16-to-24 year-old labor force, which 
expands sharply every summer, is expected to reach 24.6 million 
this July, about 700,000 below the level of last summer, the 
Bureau of Labor Statistics of the U.S. Department of Labor 
has reported. 


This over-the-year decline in the youth labor force stems 
principally from continued decline in the 16-to-24 year-old 
population. The size of this population group has fallen 
throughout the 1980's and will be about 800,000 
smaller this July than last. In addition, the proportion of 
youth in the labor force is expected to be marginally below the 
76.9~-percent rate of last July. 


Each summer, large numbers of students seek temporary jobs, 
while high school and college aduates, many of whom were not_ 
in the labor force while attend school,. move into or look for 
permanent jobs. The 16-to-24 year-old labor force is projected 
to expand by 3.3 million between April and July of 1989. 


Students entering the labor force for temporary summer jobs 
are expected to account for about 70 percent of the total 
increase in the youth labor force. The remaining growth will 
come from the permanent entry of high school and college 
graduates. In addition to these entrants, an estimated 830,000 
graduates who were already in the labor force in April (the vast 
majority in part-time jobs) can be expected to shift to 
full-time labor market participation during the summer months. 


# # # 
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STATE AND METROPOLITAN AREA EMPLOYMENT 
AND UNEMPLOYMENT: MARCH 1989 


WASHINGTON -- Nonfarm payroll employment was higher in 
March 1989 than a year earlier in every state and the District of 
Columbia, according to the Bureau of Labor Statistics of the U.s. 
Department of Labor. Unemployment rates were lower in 34 states 
over the same period. The national unemployment rate for all 
civilian workers, not seasonally adjusted, was down seven-tenths 


of a percentage point over the year, from 5.9 to 5.2 
percent. 


Because the data for individual states and areas are not 
adjusted for seasonality, comparisons in this release are 
limited to changes from the same month a year earlier. 
Over-the-month comparisons may be affected by seasonal changes 
and thus could present a misleading picture of underlying 
economic trends. 


UNEMPLOYMENT 


Fourteen states reported over-the-year declines of 1 
percentage point or more in their unemployment rate. The 
largest declines were in West Virginia (2.6 percentage points), 
Ohio (2.2 points), and Louisiana and Texas (both 2.0 points). 
There were over-the-year increases of 0.5 percentage point or 
more in the District of Columbia and four states--Alabama, 
Massachusetts, Mississippi, and Rhode Island. 


Eight states had March unemployment rates below 4 percent. 
The states with the lowest rates were New Hampshire (2.7 
percent), Connecticut (3.0 percent), and North Carolina (3.2 
percent). Four states had rates over 8 percent--Louisiana (9.6 
percent), Alaska (9.5 percent), Mississippi (8.5 percent), and 
West Virginia (8.1 percent). 


Of the 256 metropolitan areas for which March data are 
available,-92 had over-the-year decreases in their unemployment 
rate of 1 percentage point or more, and 4 had increases of that . 
magnitude. Sixty-three arezs had rates below 4 percent, while 
21 had rates exceeding 8 percent. The lowest rates were in 
Stamford, Conn. (1.9 percent), Raleigh-Durham, N. C. 

(2.1 percent), and Portland, Maine (2.3 percent). The areas that 
had the highest rates were McAllen-Edinburg-Mission, Tex. (15.7 


percent), Laredo, Tex. (12.7 percent), and Modesto, Calif. (12.1 
percent). 
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EMPLOYMENT 


Nonfarm payroll employment, as measured by the monthly 
survey of nonagricultural establishments, rose by 2 percent or 
more between March of 1988 and 1989 in 29 states and the 
District of Columbia. The largest percentage gains occurred 
in Nevada (7.2 percent), Washington (5.0 percent), Virginia 
(4.3 percent), Florida and Oregon (both 4.2 percent), 
and Iowa and South Carolina (both 4.0 percent). Nevada has 
consistently led all states in annual percentage job growth for 
almost 2 1/2 years. 


Every state reported over-the-year job gains in services and 
trade. Over three-fourths of the states had increases in 
manufacturing; transportation and public utilities; finance, 
insurance, and real estate; and in government. 


-nore~ 
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Civilian labor force and unemployment by State 
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Civilian labor force Unemployed 
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Indirect estimates developed through Local Area Unemployment Statistics nethodology 
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District of Columbia.... 34.9 332.1 335.6 329.6 19.5 20.1 17.4 18.6 
3,132.7 | 3,243.1 3,146.5 | 3,252.4 199.3) 169.86) 183.6) 171.2 

517.6 514.5 516.8 513.8 _ 14.8 17.5 15.5 17.6 


ePOOUW Breen 


nouwru 

. . 

weuuww vu ON 
. . ° 


TAORO. oe ee cecccesceseces 4462.0 485.3 460.2 481.6 37.6 w.2 36.3 31.5 
InGiank.....--ssceessece| 29706.8 | 2,822.2 | 2,791.2 | 2,852.0 190.8} 155.9) 195.3] 145.3 
TOWR sce esscccccecccccscs| 29448.8 | 1,514.3 | 1,470.9 | 1,512.9 81.4 70.5 81.5 67.8 
KANSOS. +... +--+ eeeeceeee| Le275.8 | 1,286.8 | 1,274.4 | 1,286.7 65.8 65.5 61.6 58.5 
Kentwoky.....-+--seeecee| 29666-1 | 1,701.8 | 1,654.6 | 1,704.2 148.4} 136.4) 154.1 1”%.4 


eurunx wuwmouww 
eenxse Orne 


euweeo 
Dy 
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South Carolina........--| 12657.8 | 1,689.0 | 1,662.0 | 1,710.4 
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Virgimia......sseccesces| 39000.7 | 3,054.3 | 3,076.6 | 3,051.1 122.5] 138.0) 118.4 
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Estimates derived directly from the Current Popelation Survey # 


California..........+++-|33:909.7 |14,083.2 |13,885.4 |14,091.7 
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Mew Jersey........++++++| 3:969.0 | 4,030.8°| 3,975.5 | 4,003.2 
Mew YOR. ...scccccceecee| 2437.0 8,624.4 8,438.1 8,491.0 
North Carolina..........| 35293.5 | 3,380.8 | 3,276.4 | 3,378.9 
Ohie..... seeceecee| 5298.2 | 5,379.6 | 5,316.3 | 5,375.3 
Penneylvania..........-+| 52671.9 | 5,814.3 5,638.6 | 5,892.1 
TOKRB occ eee cececccccces| O9184.4 8,150.4 8,138.7 8,159.5 
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Pp ® preliminary. data published earlier. Except in 11 States sveilahie 

* Published earlier in The Eaployment Situation directly from the CPS, estimates for 1989--are 

news selense. provisional and will be revised when new beachask 

NOTE: Data refer to place of residence. information becomes available. Data for Puerto Rice are 

loynent rates «are competed fro=m unrounded data. derived from a monthly household survey similar to the 

Estimates for 1968 heve been benchmarked to 19868 Current Current Population Survey and are not subject to 
Popelation Survey sensual averages and may differ from revision. See the Technical Note. 
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Week of May 29, 1989 


WASHINGTON -- The Consumer Price Index for All Urban 
Consumers (CPI-U) rose 0.7 percent before seasonal adjustment in 
April to a level of 123.1 (1982-84=100), the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics of the U.S. Department of Labor reported. For the 
12-month period ended in April, the CPI-U increased 5.1 percent. 


The Consumer Price Index for Urban Wage Earners and Clerical 
Workers (CPI-W) rose 0.8 percent in April prior to seasonal 
adjustment. The April 1989 CPI-W level of 121.8 was 5.3 percent 
higher than the index in April 1988. 


CPI for All Urban Consumers (CPI-U) 


On a seasonally adjusted basis, the CPI-U rose 0.7 percent 
in April. This follows an average monthly increase of 0.5 
percent during the first 3 months of 1989 and brings the 
year-to-date annual rate of change to 6.6 percent. Energy costs 
advanced 5.1 percent primarily reflecting a sharp increase in 
gasoline prices, and accounted for about 60 percent of the rise 
in the overall April index. Excluding energy, the CPI-U rose 0.2 
percent in April, following a 0.5 percent increase in March. 


Food prices continued to advance, up 0.5 percent in April, but by 
less than in March. Shelter costs, which increased 0.6 percent 
in March, rose 0.1 percent in April. The index for all items 
excluding food, shelter, and energy increased 0.2 percent in 
April after registering a 0.4 percent rise in March. A smaller 
increase in apparel prices was a responsible for that 
moderation. 


# # # 





Week of May 29,1989 


EILLERS FROM THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 


More women are choosing to start their own businesses, the 
U.S. Department of Labor has reported. The mumber of women-owned 
businesses in the United States rose from 1.9 million in 1977 to 
3.3 million in 1983, according to a fact sheet of the Labor 
Department's Women's Bureau entitled "20 Facts on Women Workers." 


*### 


In 1986 women with 4 years of college had a median income of 
$22,412 compared with a median income of $24,701 for men who had 
only a high school diploma, according to a fact sheet prepared by 
the U.S. Labor Department's Women's Bureau. 


**#t- 


In 1986 women maintained 51 percent of all poor families, 
the U.S. Department of Labor's Women's Bureau reported. 


*### 








